
Minutes of the Finance Committee Public Hearing

Tuesday, October 8, 2002

Chair Haukohl called the public hearing to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Supervisors Pat Haukohl (Chair), Jim Behrend, Don Broesch, Genia Bruce, Joe Griffin, Joe 
Marchese, and Mike Sonnentag.

Staff Present:  Legislative Policy Advisor Mark Mader, Legislative Policy Advisor Dave Krahn, County 
Board Chair Jim Dwyer, Director of Administration Norm Cummings, Budget Manager Keith Swartz, 
Corporation Counsel Tom Farley, Budget Specialist Linda Witkowski, County Clerk Elect Kathy 
Nickolaus; and County Board Supervisors Hank Carlson, Kathleen Cummings, Dawn Fanfelle, Keith 
Harenda, Mareth Kipp, Dick Manke, Karl Nilson, Duane Paulson, Dan Pavelko, Carl Seitz, Alicia Silva, 
Duane Stamsta, Vera Stroud, and Dave Swan.

Public Present:  Andrew Kallin, Vern Bentley, Deborah Helser, and others.

Chair Haukohl read correspondence from the Waukesha County Police Chiefs’ Association which stated 
in part:  “While in support of the concept of countywide consolidated dispatch, the Waukesha County 
Police Chiefs’ Association does not support the development of the concept in its present form.  The 
organization supports the recommendation for development as stated in the Public Safety Answering 
Point (PSAP) Chiefs position paper dated July 22, 2002.  The current proposal is not in the best interest of 
public safety for the citizens, police officers or the taxpayers of Waukesha County.”

Andrew Kallin of Waukesha stated he opposed the current jail expansion plan in the county budget.  He 
stated the report on Justice Facilities completed by Dennis Kimme left the taxpayers out of the jail issue.  
He also voiced concerns regarding the proposed site of the facilities, parking lot issues especially with 
respect to the golf course, as well as the impact that the project would have on the golf course.  He urged 
delaying the jail project for one year and doing a comprehensive study of our facility needs.

Vern Bentley of New Berlin stated he was in opposition to the countywide dispatch plan.  He indicated 
New Berlin has an excellent facility with good provisions for back up if necessary.

Deborah Helser of Waukesha appeared in support of the preservation of the historical Moor Downs Golf 
Course.  She stated that the golf course had an extensive history.  She said it was very important to the 
elderly, the disabled, children, those without transportation, etc.  She said it serves other purposes too.  
She also indicated that if we did not preserve the course, the “gates of hell” would be opened.

Supervisor Fanfelle appeared in opposition to the jail project in its current form, and the museum project 
as it is presently proposed.  She indicated that her constituents support smaller government and fewer 
taxes.  She also voiced concerns over the proposed verbal agreement with the federal government to 
house federal prisoners, especially when the county is transporting inmates.  With respect to the museum, 
Fanfelle said the funding of the project represents an abuse of power, especially because we are donating 
taxpayer funds to a non-profit agency.

Supervisor Seitz discussed his opposition to museum funding.  He also takes issue with the jail project 
and he opposes the current version of the project.  He will ask that projects 10, 11, and 12 be pulled for 
consideration.  He then discussed justice planning issues that were in process in 1987 that resulted in the 
1994 Land Use Master Plan for the County grounds. He made reference to the problem of having 
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administration and the justice facilities on the same campus.  Seitz also expressed his concerns pertaining 
to countywide dispatch.

Supervisor Cummings expressed her opposition to the current jail location.  She is also opposed to the 
new road location into Moor Downs.  She will ask to eliminate the jail project from the budget.  

Supervisor Manke addressed his support for the jail project in addition to his support for the Justice 
Collaboration Council.  He indicated the council should be a very positive step.

Chair Haukohl declared the public hearing closed at 6:50 p.m.

Recorded by Mark Mader, Legislative Policy Advisor.

Respectfully submitted,

Joseph F. Griffin
Secretary


